Warehouse robotics expert Exotec announces major
expansion into UK market
French industrial unicorn will be attending IMHX 2022 at NEC Birmingham to showcase its
flagship Skypod product
Exotec, a provider of warehouse robotics and French technology unicorn, is now significantly
expanding its presence in the UK market. As part of this increase in investment, the
company will be present at IMHX in Birmingham on 6-8 September (Stand 5F100), ready to
demonstrate its pioneering Skypod product to attendees.
Headquartered in Lille, France and with offices in the USA, Germany and Japan, Exotec
raised $335 million in Series D funding in January this year. The company is now valued at
$2 billion and was ranked 8th in the Financial Times FT 1000 list of fastest-growing European
companies in 2022.
Exotec has had a UK presence since 2020 through its successful partnership with LAC
Conveyor Systems Limited, and now plans to significantly increase its visibility in the country
as part of its wider global expansion.
Exotec’s flagship product, Skypod, is an order picking system with robots that can climb
racks up to 12 metres in height and retrieve products autonomously, before delivering totes
to human-staffed or automatic picking stations. Racks are fully scalable, so storage capacity
can be increased when required, or adapted to the architecture of a warehouse.
Skypod is so effective because it maximises storage density per square metre of floor
space, without compromising speed of retrieval or flexibility. The system can operate
24/7/365 without impacting performance, and robots can be rapidly added to increase
throughput during peak periods. All of this is controlled by Exotec’s proprietary Astar
software.
There will be a live demonstration of the Skypod system at IMHX.
Skypicker is an articulated arm that works in tandem with Skypod. It can move solid objects
weighing up to 2kg and each station can pick up to 600 items per hour. It allows for
simultaneous preparation of four orders and transfer to the next station for order completion

by human staff. Skypicker is controlled by Exotec’s proprietary Astar software, which
synchronises the arm with robots in the warehouse.
There will be video demonstrations of the Skypicker system at IMHX.
Romain Moulin, co-founder at Exotec, said: “We’re extremely excited to be increasing our
investment in the UK and expanding into one of Europe’s most promising markets for
warehouse robotics. Attending IMHX will be an excellent opportunity for people to see our
systems up close, and learn more about our ambitious plans for the UK and beyond.
“The last few years have been a whirlwind of success for Exotec which has seen us expand
beyond the French market and significantly build our international presence. It has also been
a real privilege to work with LAC Conveyor Systems Limited to help us gain a foothold in the
UK, providing us with an invaluable springboard for future joint success.”
Moulin concluded: “We see enormous potential for robotics to transform warehouse order
picking processes, increase efficiency and make life easier for human staff, and believe we
have a suite of products that really set us apart from other providers in the industry. We’re
looking forward to welcoming visitors to our stand in Birmingham in September.”
Click here for a short clip of Skypod and Skypicker in action at MODEX 2022 earlier this
year.
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About Exotec
Exotec integrates innovative robotic solutions for the warehouses of the biggest global brands.
The company offers flexible warehouse automation to improve operational efficiency and
profitability. Exotec's flagship solution, the Skypod system, uses robots that can reach a height
of 12 metres to enable high-density storage and stock retrieval. Exotec supports more than
30 leading brands in the e-commerce, food, retail, manufacturing and third-party logistics
(3PL) sectors.
Exotec now employs more than 300 staff worldwide and aims to double its workforce by 2023.
The company has secured $477 million in financing from leading investors including Goldman
Sachs, Bpifrance, 83North, Dell Technologies Capital, Iris Capital, 360 Capital Partners and
Breega.
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